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HOUSE WORKERS 
EACH GET P150K 
Í ‘SPEAKER’S BONUS’ 


DRUG MAKERS OFFER 


UP TO 75% PRICE CUTS 


STORY BY JOVIC YEE 


Still opposing a government plan to impose a 56-percent drop in the prices of 122 medicines, the Pharmaceutical 


and Healthcare Association of the Philippines counters with a bigger slash that will cover 150 drugs for 36 ailments. 
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NO STANDING OVATION 
FOR THIS PILL FOR MEN 
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Danger of scrapping 
water deals: Cronyism 


Economist and national scientist Raul Fabella says 
the country may not be able to attract new inves- 
tors save for “cronies” if the government disregards 
the sanctity of the contracts of Manila Water and 
Maynilad, and gets away with it. He finds it ludi- 
crous that the concession agreements that served 
Metro Manila well for the past two decades are now 
“onerous” and “disadvantageous” to the Duterte a 
administration. —STORY BY DORIS PUMAR ABADILLAAS 


[DELIKADO 
\ SA MGA MACHO- 


Grab penalized 
for overcharging 


The Philippine Competition Commission (PCC) on 
Wednesday ordered the ride-hailing monopoly Grab 
Philippines to return around P14 million in over- 
charges to its customers and pay a P2-million fine for 
too many driver-initiated ride cancellations this year. 
Grab was monitored for one year starting August 
2018 and found that it had overcharged riders andits its 
drivers canceled too many bookings from May oom 

August this year. — STORY BY ROY STEPHEN C. CANIVEL A2 
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‘NORA 
DAZA 2.0’ 
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BACK TO JAIL His bid for an extension of his 
hospital confinement for a stroke rejected by 

Judge Jocelyn Solis-Reyes, former Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao Gov. Zaldy Ampatu- 

an is taken back to jail at Camp Bagong Diwa on 
Wednesday. He and more than a hundred others, 
including brother Andal Ampatuan Jr., face judg- 


) A menton Thursday for the Nov. 23, 2009, Maguin- 


Exec defends UMak 
on Pacman degree 


An official of the University of Makati defended the 
school from accusations of being a “diploma mill,” 
saying Sen. Manny Pacquiao earned his political 
science degree after meeting all the requirements. 
“If people still have doubts and questions, they can 
always come here and check our records,” Elyxzur 
Ramos, Umak vice president for academic affairs 
said on Wednesday. Pacquiao graduated from 

UMak on Dec. 11. — STORY BY DEXTER CABALZA Atl 


danao massacre. —RICHARD A. REYES 
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CAVITE WANTS AIR 
FORCE IN SANGLEY 


REGIONS 


‘English only pushed 
in Cebu schools 


CEBU CITY—Cebu's 44 public schools will use Eng- 
lish as medium of instruction starting next school 
year, Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia said as she cited the 
“embarrassing” ranking of Filipinos in a 2018 global 
assessment of 15-year-old students in mathemat- 
ics, science and reading. “We were able to produce 
brilliant graduates when the medium of instruc 
tion was English. It did not make us any less — 

Filipinos,” she said. — STORY BY DALE G. ISRAEL A10 
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